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Rock Cycle Informational Essay Outline 
 

As you complete each paragraph place a check next to the work on the outline. 
 

 

 Introduction (1st paragraph) 

o Hook or Attention grabber 

o Thesis Statement (Define what a rock is) 

o Topic Statements (State the three types of rocks) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2: Igneous Rocks 

Topic sentence (Define and introduce an igneous rock) 

Explain the phenomena that provide what is needed to form an igneous rock. 

Explain where they are typically found?   

General Description & Characteristics: Use appropriate vocabulary words. 

Formed above ground:  Explain how this happens and provide examples of these rocks. 

Formed underground:  Explain how this happens and provide examples of these rocks. 

Include a Transition sentence and describe how an igneous rock changes into a 
metamorphic rock 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Paragraph 3: Metamorphic rocks 

Topic sentence (Define and introduce a metamorphic rock) 

Explain where they are typically found and why? 

Explain the phenomena that provide what is needed to form a metamorphic rock. 

General Description & Characteristics: Use appropriate vocabulary words. 

Provide two examples of this type of rock. 



Include a transition sentence: Describe how a metamorphic rock changes into a 
sedimentary rock 
Paragraph 4: Sedimentary Rock 
 

Topic sentence (Define and introduce a sedimentary rock) 

Explain where they are typically found and why? 

Explain the phenomenon that provides what is needed to form a sedimentary rock 
(include all six steps that was reviewed in class weathering, erosion, deposition, 
lithification, compaction & cementation). 
 
General Description & Characteristics: Use science vocabulary words. 

Provide two examples of this type of rock. 

Include a transition sentence: Describe how a sedimentary rock can change back into a 
metamorphic rock and into an igneous rock  
________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion 5th paragraph 

o Restate Thesis Statement (Define what a rock is) 

o Topic Statements (State the three types of rocks) 

o Closing statement (Explain the rock cycle) 

This outline if followed and completed will provide a score of 75%. In order to score 

a higher grade you need to include the information above and all other information 

we discussed in class and or that is outlined on the website. 

 

The students signature below verifies that you were received and read  this outline, you 

were in class when the rock cycle project was reviewed and you understand what you 

need to do to complete this project. 

 

Student Name:____________________  Student Signature:_______________ 

Students will receive a copy of this project. 


